
7 Ant i -Nuc lear Act iv ists  Ind icted in Southern  
D is t r ic t  o f  Georgia Federa l  Court  

 

Early on the morning of April 5, 2018, 

seven nuclear abolitionists were 

arrested inside the Kings Bay Naval 

Base in St. Mary’s, Georgia. 

Kings Bay is the Atlantic homeport for 

six Trident nuclear ballistic missile 

submarines and also provides critical 

support services for the fleet of four 

British Trident nuclear missile 

submarines.  

 

The seven Catholic activists entered 

the high-security base on the night of 

April 4, choosing to act on the 50th 

anniversary of the assassination of the 

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., who 

said, “The greatest purveyor of 

violence in the world (today) is my own government.” King has devoted his life to addressing the triple evils 

of militarism, racism, and materialism.  

 

The intent of the Kings Bay Plowshares was to begin fulfilling the prophet Isaiah’s command to” beat swords 

into plowshares.” Carrying hammers and baby bottles of their own blood, the seven attempted to convert 

weapons of mass destruction. They marked areas with crime scene tape and hung banners reading: “The 

ultimate logic of racism is genocide, Dr. Martin Luther King”, “ The ultimate logic of tridents is omnicide” and 

“Nuclear weapons: Illegal – immoral.” They also brought an indictment of the U.S. government for crimes 

against peace, and, as part of their evidence, a copy of Daniel Ellsberg’s book The Doomsday Machine: 

Confessions of a Nuclear War Planner.  

 

At the fence surrounding the nuclear weapons storage bunkers, military police arrested Elizabeth McAlister, 

78, co-founder with her late husband Philip Berrigan of Jonah House in Baltimore, Fr. Steve Kelly, SJ, 69, 

from Oakland, CA, and Carmen Trotta, 55, from the New York Catholic Worker. Arrested at the administration 

building were Clare Grady, 59, from the Ithaca Catholic Worker and Martha Hennessy, 62, from the New York 

Catholic Worker & granddaughter of Catholic Worker movement co-founder Dorothy Day . Mark Colville, 55, 

from Amistad Catholic Worker in New Haven, CT and Patrick O’Neil, 61, from the Fr. Charlie Mullholland 

Catholic Worker in Garner, NC, were arrested at the monument to the Trident D5 and other nuclear missiles. 



 

The seven were indicted on four counts: Conspiracy, Destruction of Property on a Naval Station, Depredation 

of Government Property, and Trespass on May 3, 2018. Attorney William P. Quigley, Professor of Law at 

Loyola University, New Orleans, LA, noted, “These peace activists acted in accordance with the 1996 

declaration of the International Court of Justice that any threat or use of nuclear weapons is illegal.”  

 

The group was held without bail for 6 weeks. Now, three of the activists, Liz McAlister, Mark Colville, and Fr. 

Steve Kelly remain in jail at the Brunswick County Detention Facility. Liz and Mark have decided not to bail out 

at this time, but will wait to see if the very restrictive bail requirements can be reduced. Fr. Steve was not given 

the option of bail because he has a pending case in Washington State for a protest at the Trident sub base 

there. Meanwhile, Martha Hennessy, Patrick O’Neill, and Carmen Trotta paid bail and they were released on 

May 24th. The three have to wear ankle bracelets and be confined to their homes. Clare Grady paid bail on July 

11th and has the same restrictions as her co-defendants. They intend to work from home on organizing, giving 

interviews and preparing for trial.  

 

Clare Grady wrote from jail, “We say, 'the ultimate logic of Trident is omnicide', and yet, the explosive power of 

this weapon is only part of what we want to make visible. We see that nuclear weapons kill every day by their 

mere existence. We see the billions of dollars it takes to build and maintain the Trident system as stolen 

resources, which are desperately needed for human needs.” In response to news of the indictment, Mark 

Colville, wrote from jail, “Once again the federal criminal justice system has plainly identified itself as another 

arm of the Pentagon by turning a blind eye to the criminal and murderous course from which it has repeatedly 

refused to desist for the past 70 years.” 

 

Continue	the	Witness								www.kingsbayplowshares7.org	
	

Join	the	Savannah	to	Kings	Bay	Peace	Walk	September	3-14	

https://www.kingsbayplowshares7.org/peace-walk/	

	

Learn	more	about	the	environmental	justice	and	social	justice	impact	of	nuclearism.	

https://gawand.org/						http://nonuclearwasteaqui.org/							http://nukewatchinfo.org/	

	

Promote	the	ICAN	Treaty	for	Nuclear	Abolition. They won the Nobel Peace Prize! 

http://www.icanw.org 
	

Organize	a	showing	of	the	film,	The	Nuns,	the	Priests	and	the	Bomb	

https://nunspriestsbombsthefilm.com/	

	

	

Provide	financial	support	for	the	legal	and	travel	expenses	
gofundme: https://www.gofundme.com/xaajdf-kings-bay-plowshares-support-fund 

 

Consider	going	to	Brunswick,	GA	for	the	trial	of	the	Kings	Bay	Plowshares	when	their	trial	date	is	set. 
 


